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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to Applicant's amendment filed on August 15, 
2007. Claims 1,7, 10-12 and 19 have been amended. Claims 13-18 have been 
canceled. Claims 1-12 and 19-24 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's correction to Fig. 2 and Fig. 3 has been considered. Drawings 
previously objected have been withdrawn. 

Claims 10-12 previously objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 (c) have been withdrawn 
in view of Applicant's amendment. 

Claims previously rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112 has been withdrawn in view of 
claims 13-18 being canceled. 

Applicant's remarks with respect to amended claims have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-12 and 19-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Anderson et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
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2001/0054106 A1, hereinafter Anderson) in view of Pham et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6,678,828, hereinafter Pham) and further in view of Hajmiragha (U.S. Patent No. 
6,289,460) and Hanson (U.S. Patent No. 6,496,849). 

With respect to claims 1 , 7 and 19, Anderson discloses a method, a computer 
readable medium of instruction and a network file system for document images 
comprising: 

identification means adapted for securing identification information representative 
of an identity of a user (e.g. [0041], "login page requiring appropriate user name and 
password"); 

means adapted for receiving data representative of a user request to open a 
selected data storage area (e.g. [0041], "...various user selectable icons 200-208 
corresponding to categories of destinations for the images acquired by the image 
acquiring device... database servers 200, e-mail servers 202, file servers 204, printers 
or printer servers 206, fax servers 208, etc."); 

allocation means adapted for allocating data storage associated with the selected 
data storage location (e.g. "a user selectable operational icon 210 allows the 
administrator to configure the server to automatically update/acquire all or part of its 
configuration parameters via the network..."); 

means adapted for storing the identification information and the security 
information associatively with the selected data storage location (e.g. [0041]); 
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means adapted for receiving document data representative of a document image 
(e.g. [0041], "...the image acquiring device, e.g. scanner, digital copier, camera, 
coupled to the image server."); 

means adapted for storing received document data into the selected data 
storage location (e.g. [0041], "...various user selectable icons 200-208 corresponding to 
categories of destinations for the images acquired by the image acquiring 
device... database servers 200, e-mail servers 202, file servers 204, printers or printer 
servers 206, fax servers 208, etc."); 

Anderson does not disclose but Pham discloses a security input means adapted 
for receiving from the user security information associated with a selected data storage 
operation (e.g. col. 8, lines 53-67, col. 9, lines 12-23); means adapted for receiving 
information signaling completion of a data storage operation; and means adapted for 
restricting access to the selected data storage location upon receipt of the information 
signaling completion of the data storage operation (e.g. Pham, col. 3, lines 10-20 and 
col. 8, lines 63-67). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to implement input means for security information and 
means for means for implementing restrict access to data storage taught by Pham with 
image server acquiring images and specific data storage selected by user to secure 
network file access control (Pham, col. 1, lines 7-10). 

Hajmiragha further discloses a testing means for testing received identification 
information to determine whether the user is privileged to initiate a secure storage 
operation (secure document archiving); security input means in accordance with an 
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output of testing means; and secure user input means adapted for receiving secure 
identity information security information; Col. 2, lines 34-38, e.g. "secure document 
collaboration, document sharing and archiving"; lines 51-67 and col. 5, lines 37-50, "a 
collaboration document is checked in by the author for collaboration and specifically 
assigned to a group of people for collaboration"). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement the teaching of 
testing means, secure input means taught by Hajmiragha to ensure secure collaboration 
of documents between groups of participants. Hanson discloses notification means 
adapted for notifying each of the subset of users of the user security information and a 
location of the selected data storage location (Hanson, col. 9, lines 5-15). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
implement the notification means taught by Hanson to provide the benefit of providing 
group of users current and updated information. 

With respect to claims 2, 8 and 20, Anderson and Pham further disclose login 
means adapted for receiving from the user a request for access to the data storage 
location when access has been restricted thereto (e.g. Pham, col. 3, lines 10-20), the 
login means including means adapted for acquiring the identification information and the 
security information (e.g. Pham, col. 8, lines 63-67 and col. 9, lines 12-23); testing 
means adapted for testing the identification information and the security information 
against stored security information; and means adapted for unrestricting the selected 
data storage in accordance with an output of the testing means (e.g. col. 9, lines 12-23). 
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With respect to claims 3, 9 and 21, Anderson and Pham further disclose means 
adapted for receiving data representative of a user request to open at least one 
additional data storage location (e.g. Pham col. 3, lines 10-20); wherein the allocation 
means includes means adapted for allocating data storage associated with the at least 
one additional data storage area; wherein the security input means includes means 
adapted for receiving security information associated with the at least one additional 
data storage area (e.g. Pham, col. 8, lines 53-67 and col. 9, lines 12-23); wherein the 
means adapted for storing the identification information includes means adapted for 
storing security information associated with the at least one additional data storage area 
(e.g. Pham, col. 8, lines 53-67); wherein the means adapted for storing the identification 
information and the security information includes means adapted for storing information 
associated with the at least one additional data storage area associatively with the at 
least one data storage area (e.g. Pham, col. 9,lines 12-23); means adapted for receiving 
routing data representative as into which data storage area document data is to be 
routed; and means adapted for routing received document data into a selected data 
storage location in accordance with the routing data (e.g. Pham, col. 9, lines 12-23, 
processing a file or associate file request encompasses determine the location of the file 
and transmitted to its intended destination). 

With respect to claims 4, 10 and 22, further disclose wherein each data storage 
location has unique security information associated therewith (e.g. Pham, col. 8, lines 
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With respect to claims 5, 11 and 23, Anderson and Pham further disclose 
wherein each data storage location has common security information associated 
therewith, wherein each of a plurality of data storage locations are accessible by a user 
during a single session (e.g. col. 8, lines 63-67, col. 9, lines 12-23). 

With respect to claims 6, 12 and 24, Anderson and Pham further disclose 
wherein the means adapted for receiving document data includes means adapted for 
receiving document data from at least one of an associated scanner, facsimile, local 
area network and wide area network (e.g. Anderson, [0012]). 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tongoc Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3843. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kambiz Zand can be reached on (571) 272-381 1 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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